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(57) ABSTRACT

A surgical lighthead includes a reflector, a lens coupled to
the reflector, and a handle located adjacent the lens. The
handle defines an air passage to facilitate installation of a
shield over the handle. A lamp assembly includes a support
and at least one bulb located on the support between the
reflector and the lens. Tubes are mounted in an interior
region of the lighthead between the reflector and the lens,
and rods are configured to engage the support. Each rod
extends through the support and into a corresponding tube.
The rods include at least one threaded portion configured to
secure the lamp assembly within the interior region. The
rods are slidable relative to the tubes upon disengagement of
the threaded portions of the rods to permit the lamp assem-
bly to move out of the interior region of the lighthead. The
rods include stops to prevent separation of the lamp assem-
bly from the lighthead. A controller turns the bulb on and off
and adjusts the intensity level of light emitted from the bulb.
Spaced apart first and second displays are coupled to the
controller. Each displays an indication of the intensity level
of the bulb.

25 Claims, 10 Drawing Sheets
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CONTROLS FOR A SURGICAL LIGHT
APPARATUS

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is a division of U.S. Ser. No. 09/050,534
filed Mar. 30, 1998, now U.S. Pat. No. 6,402,351 which
claims benefit of provisional application No. 60,079,667
filed Mar. 27, 1998.

BACKGROUND AND SUMMARY OF THE
INVENTION

The present invention relates to a surgical light apparatus.
More particularly, the present invention relates to improved
controls for the operation of a surgical light apparatus for
generating light at a surgical site.

Surgical lights used in hospital operating rooms to illu-
minate surgical sites on patients are known. Many surgical
lights are suspended from a ceiling of a hospital room by
arm mechanisms which are movable to permit adjustment of
the location of the surgical light relative to the patient. It is
common for surgical lights to be placed in a position behind
a surgeon such that the surgeon’s head is located between
the surgical light and the surgical site. Surgical lights having
a dome-shaped reflector to reflect light toward the surgical
site around the head of the surgeon are known. It is desirable
for surgical lights to provide a high illuminance level, to
shine light deeply into a patient’s body cavity, and to resist
shadowing caused by interference from personnel and
instruments.

Surgical lights typically include a housing surrounding a
reflector and a lens coupled to the housing and facing toward
the surgical site. A handle typically extends down from a
center portion of the lens to permit the surgeon to adjust the
position of the light during the surgical procedure. The
surgeon can also change a pattern size of reflected light
generated by the surgical light by rotating the handle to
move the light source toward and away from the reflector.

At least the handle and the lens of the surgical light are
located in a sterile field prepared for the surgical procedure.
In other words, a bottom portion of the surgical light
including the lens and the handle must be sterilized prior to
a surgical procedure by wiping, cleaning or other means.
Often a separate, disposable latex cover or shield is placed
over the handle prior to the surgical procedure to provide a
sterile field on the handle.

Intensity controls for conventional surgical lights are
located on wall boxes spaced apart from the surgical light or
on a portion of the surgical light outside of the sterile field.
The surgical light apparatus of the present invention advan-
tageously locates all of the light controls inside the sterile
field. This allows the surgeon or other sterile personnel in the
surgical suite to adjust the position of the surgical light, to
adjust the focus of the light by turning the handle, and also
to operate the on/off and intensity or brightness controls for
the light from within the sterile field during a surgical
procedure.

According to one aspect of the present invention, a
surgical light apparatus includes a lighthead having a sterile
field thereon, a bulb located within the lighthead, a control-
ler coupled to the bulb, and an actuator coupled to the
controller to adjust an intensity of light emitted from the
bulb. The actuator is located in the sterile field on the
lighthead.

The lighthead illustratively includes a reflector, a lens, and
a handle located adjacent the lens. In the illustrated
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embodiment, the actuator is located on the handle. The
handle is illustratively configured to extend outwardly from
a center portion of the lens. The actuator illustratively may
be a push button actuator, rocker switch, or a squeezable
actuator.

In the illustrated embodiment, the actuator is configured
to engage a switch coupled to the controller. The controller
is illustratively configured to turn the bulb on and off and to
adjust the intensity level of the bulb between a minimum
intensity level setting (L1) and a maximum intensity level
setting (Ln) in a predetermined sequence based on each
switch actuation by the actuator.

A panel located adjacent the sterile handle, in the sterile
field, provides an intensity level display. The display also
includes a relamp indicator light which notifies the user that
the main light bulb has failed and that a backup or auxiliary
bulb is currently in use. In addition, the display provides a
standby light to indicate that power is supplied to the light.
The surgical light apparatus of the present invention pro-
vides duplicate sets of displays on opposite sides of the
surgical light so that the surgeon can view one of the
displays regardless of the orientation of the surgeon relative
to the light.

According to another aspect of the present invention, a
surgical light apparatus includes a lighthead including a
bulb, a lens, a controller for turning the bulb on and off and
for adjusting an intensity level of light emitted from the
bulb, a first display, and second display spaced apart from
the first display. The first display and second display are each
coupled to the controller and are each configured to display
an indication of the intensity level of the bulb.

The illustrated first and second displays are spaced apart
by about 180°. The first and second displays illustratively
each include a plurality of LEDs. Each LED indicates a
different light intensity level for the bulb.

According to yet another aspect of the present invention,
a surgical light apparatus includes a lighthead having a
reflector, a lens coupled to the reflector, a plurality of tubes
mounted in an interior region of the lighthead between the
reflector and the lens, a lamp assembly including a support
and at least one bulb, and a plurality of rods configured to
engage the support. Each rod is configured to extend through
the support and into a corresponding tube. The rods include
at least one threaded portion configured to secure the lamp
assembly within the interior region. The rods are slidable
relative to the tubes upon disengagement of the threaded
portion of the rods to permit the lamp assembly to move out
of the interior region of the lighthead. The rods each are
formed to include a stop to prevent separation of the lamp
assembly from the lighthead. In the illustrated embodiment,
the stops are threaded stops so that the rods can be removed
upon rotation of the rods to permit separation of the lamp
assembly from the lighthead.

The sterile handle of the present invention is removable
for cleaning or autoclaving. The actuation button is illustra-
tively integrated into the end of the sterile handle, but the
electrical switch resides inside the light core to facilitate
cleaning.

The sterile handle controls of the present invention,
located in the sterile field, provide the surgeon or other
sterile personnel full control over the surgical light without
the need to access distant controls located on a portion of the
surgical light outside the sterile field or located on a wall in
the surgical suite. The sterile handle controls can be used
alone and do not require wall mounted controls and related
installation and wiring costs.
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However, the surgical light apparatus of the present
invention also provides a wall mounted control panel
coupled to the surgical light apparatus for use by non-sterile
personnel in the surgical suite. The wall control panel can
accommodate a plurality of light systems, typically up to
three lights per panel. The wall control panel functions in a
manner identical to the sterile handle controls. The wall
control panel also includes displays for light intensity,
relamp indicator, and standby mode the same as those
located on the surgical light. The sterile handle controls and
the wall control panel use the same controller located above
the surgical light.

The surgical light apparatus of the present invention is
also designed to facilitate maintaining a sterile field adjacent
the handle. In particular, the handle is configured to facilitate
installation of a standard disposable sterile handle cover or
shield. The handle is configured with an air passage to
permit air which would otherwise be trapped between the
shield and the handle to exit through the handle and into an
interior region of the surgical light apparatus.

According to a further aspect of the present invention, a
surgical light apparatus includes a reflector, a lens coupled
to the reflector, a bulb located between the reflector and the
lens, and a handle located adjacent the lens. The handle is
configured to define an air passage to facilitate installation of
a shield over the handle.

In the illustrated embodiment, the handle includes a
longitudinal axis and a distal end. The air passage is formed
in the distal end of the handle and extends along the
longitudinal axis. The air passage illustratively extends into
an interior region of the surgical light apparatus formed
between the reflector and the lens. The distal end of the
handle is enlarged to retain the shield on the handle.

According to an additional aspect of the present
invention, a surgical light apparatus includes a lighthead
having a reflector and a lens, a lamp assembly including a
support and at least one bulb located on the support, and a
lamp position adjustment mechanism which is coupled to
the support and configured to adjust a position of the lamp
assembly relative to the reflector to change a pattern size of
reflected light emitted from the surgical light apparatus. The
apparatus also includes a filament shield mounted in an
interior region of the lighthead between the reflector and the
lens to block light from passing from the at least one bulb
directly through the lens. The filament shield is configured
to move with the lamp assembly as the position of the lamp
assembly is adjusted by the lamp position adjustment
mechanism. The filament shield is also configured to remain
in the interior region of the lighthead when the lamp
assembly is removed from the interior region to change the
bulb or for servicing.

In the illustrated embodiment, a frame is mounted to the
lighthead between the reflector and the lens. The filament
shield is coupled to the frame. The frame includes a stop, and
the filament shield is illustratively mounted between the stop
and the reflector to provide a limit position for movement of
the filament shield toward the lens. The filament shield is
spring biased against the stop. The illustrated filament shield
includes an inner flange configured to engage the support of
the lamp assembly. The lamp assembly is configured to
move the filament shield away from the stop as the position
of the lamp assembly is adjusted by the lamp position
adjustment mechanism.

The illustrated lamp assembly includes a primary bulb
and a redundant bulb. The filament shield is configured to
block light from both the primary bulb and the redundant
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bulb from passing directly through the lens. The illustrated
filament shield includes a bottom plate and an outer sidewall
extending upwardly from an edge of the bottom plate.

Additional features and advantages of the present inven-
tion will become apparent to those skilled in the art upon
consideration of the following detailed description of illus-
trated embodiments exemplifying the best mode of carrying
out the invention as presently perceived.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The detailed description particularly refers to the accom-
panying figures in which:

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a surgical light apparatus
in accordance with the present invention showing a first
surgical lighthead suspended from a ceiling of a hospital
room by a first arm assembly, a second surgical lighthead
suspended from the ceiling of the hospital room by a second
arm assembly, and a light-controller box mounted to a wall
of the hospital room;

FIG. 2 is a sectional view of the first surgical lighthead of
FIG. 1, taken along line 2—2, showing a dome-shaped outer
cover, a dome-shaped reflector surrounded by the outer
cover, a lens coupled to the outer cover, a lamp assembly
surrounded by the reflector and lens, and a handle assembly
coupled to the lamp assembly;

FIG. 3 is a diagrammatical view illustrating controls on
the handle of the surgical light and on a light-controller
panel mounted to the wall of the hospital room;

FIG. 4 is a front elevational view of another embodiment
of the light-controller panel configured to control three
separate surgical lights;

FIG. 5 is an enlarged view of the handle assembly of the
present invention, with portions broken away to illustrate
details of a push button actuator on the handle for controlling
the intensity of light emitted from the surgical light appa-
ratus;

FIG. 6 is a side elevational view illustrating a surgeon
gripping the handle to control movement of the surgical light
and to adjust the size of a pattern of light generated by the
surgical light, and illustrating a first display on the surgical
light apparatus located above the handle;

FIG. 7 is a partial view illustrating actuation of a control
button on the handle by the surgeon to adjust the intensity of
light emitted by the surgical light from a location within the
sterile field,

FIG. 8 is a sectional view through the handle of the
present invention, illustrating initial insertion of a disposable
cover or shield over the handle to provide a sterile field for
the surgical procedure;

FIG. 9 is a sectional view similar to FIG. 8 illustrating the
disposable shield fully mounted over the handle;

FIG. 10 illustrates another embodiment of the handle of
the present invention;

FIG. 11 is a sectional view taken through a portion of the
surgical light apparatus illustrating structure for supporting
a lamp assembly and a filter apparatus within an interior
region of the surgical light;

FIG. 12 is a sectional view of a portion of FIG. 11,
illustrating movement of the main bulb and the auxiliary
bulb upwardly relative to the reflector as a surgeon rotates
the handle about its longitudinal axis; and

FIG. 13 is a sectional view illustrating movement of the
handle and lamp assembly downwardly away from the rest
of the surgical light apparatus to permit changing of the main
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bulb and the auxiliary bulb and to facilitate cleaning of the
surgical light apparatus.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

A surgical light system 30 includes a first arm assembly
32, a second arm assembly 34, a first lighthead 36 coupled
to first arm assembly 32, and a second lighthead 38 coupled
to second arm assembly 34 as shown in FIG. 1. First and
second arm assemblies 32, 34 each couple to a common
mounting apparatus 42 which is configured to mount to
suitable support structure (not shown) associated with a
ceiling 44. It is understood that the first and second light-
heads 36, 38 may be mounted to any suitable support
structure such as on a wall or separate stand. Each arm
assembly 32, 34 includes an L-shaped upper arm 46, a lower
arm 48, and a yoke 50. Each upper arm 46 is independently
pivotable relative to mounting apparatus 42 about a vertical
pivot axis 52. Each lower arm 48 is pivotable relative to the
respective upper arm 46 about a respective horizontal pivot
axis 54 and about a respective vertical pivot axis 53 that is
spaced from pivot axis 52. In addition, each yoke 50 is
pivotable relative to the respective lower arm 48 about a
respective pivot axis 56 and each of lightheads 36, 38 is
pivotable relative to the respective yoke 50 about a respec-
tive pivot axis 58. Thus, arm assemblies 32, 34 and light-
heads 36, 38 are movable to a variety of positions relative to
ceiling 44.

Each lighthead 36, 38 includes a dome-shaped housing
60, a lens 62 through which light shines from the respective
lighthead 36, 38, and a handle assembly 64 as shown in FIG.
1. Each handle assembly 64 includes a handle 66 which is
grasped by a surgeon to move the respective lighthead 36, 38
and associated arm assembly 32, 34 to a desired position.
Each lighthead 36, 38 includes a lamp assembly 69 having
a main light bulb 68 and a redundant or auxiliary light bulb
70 as shown in FIG. 2 with reference to surgical lighthead
36. In addition, each lighthead 36, 38 includes a reflector 72
that reflects light emanating from either bulb 68 or bulb 70
to illuminate a surgical site on a patient. Auxiliary bulb 70
remains in an off state until main light bulb 68 bums out and
then auxiliary bulb 70 turns on automatically. Thus, only one
of bulbs 68, 70 is on at any instance in time when surgical
light system 30 is in use. Each lighthead 36, 38 also includes
a light absorption filter apparatus 71 as shown in FIG. 2 with
reference to surgical lighthead 36. Light absorption filter 71
is fabricated from specially formulated glass which filters
most of the near and intermediate infrared emissions from
either of bulbs 68, 70.

The description below of lighthead 36 and the operation
of lighthead 36 applies as well to lighthead 38 and the
operation of lighthead 38 unless specifically noted other-
wise. In addition, although surgical light system 30 includes
two arm assemblies 32, 34 and two lightheads 36, 38 as
shown in FIG. 1, it is within the scope of the invention as
presently perceived for a different number of arm assemblies
and corresponding lightheads to be provided. For example,
a surgical light system having only one arm assembly and
one corresponding lighthead and a surgical light system
having three or more arm assemblies and three or more
corresponding lightheads are possible.

Handle 66 of each handle assembly 64 is rotatable to
move main light bulb 68 and auxiliary light bulb 70 up and
down relative to reflector 72 as illustrated by double headed
arrow 73 in FIG. 3 to adjust the pattern size of reflected light
that illuminates the surgical site. The pattern size may be
thought of generally as the diameter of the area illuminated
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by the associated lighthead 36, 38. In addition, handle
assembly 64 includes a button 74 at the bottom of handle 66
which is pressed to adjust the intensity level at which light
emanates from bulbs 68, 70. Handle assembly 64 includes
an escutcheon or light core panel 76 located above handle
66. Handle assembly 64 further includes a first set of LED’s
78 and a second set of LED’s 80 that are visible on
respective sides of panel 76 to provide user information
regarding whether one of bulbs 68, 70 is in use or in a
standby mode, whether auxiliary bulb 70 or main bulb 68 is
the operative bulb, and the intensity level at which light is
emanating from the operative one of bulbs 68, 70. In
preferred embodiments, bulbs 68, 70 are each tungsten
halogen lamps.

Surgical light system 30 includes a controller box 82,
shown in FIG. 1, which is mounted to a wall 84 or other
suitable structure and which is coupled electrically to sur-
gical lightheads 36, 38 to control the operation of bulbs 68,
70. Controller box 82 includes a control panel 86 having
buttons 88 and sets of LED’s 90 that are associated with
each respective lighthead 36, 38. Each set of LED’s 90 are
arranged similarly and provide the same information as
LED’s 78, 80 of the respective lighthead 36, 38. In addition,
each button 88 is pressed to change the light intensity of
respective bulbs 68, 70 in the same manner that button 74 of
the associated lighthead 36, 38 is pressed to change the light
intensity of bulbs 68, 70. Thus, the operation of bulbs 68, 70
is controllable either with the respective handle assembly 64
or controller box 82. Surgical light system 30 optionally may
include a task light 92, shown in FIG. 1, and controller box
82 optionally may include a button 94 that is pressed to turn
task light 92 on and off.

Other features of surgical light system 30 are discussed
and shown in detail in co-pending U. S. Pat. No. 6,176,597
entitled Reflector for Surgical Light Apparatus; U.S. Pat.
No. 6,012,821 entitled Support Arm for a Surgical Light
Apparatus; U.S. Pat. No. 6,443,596 entitled Surgical Light-
ing Apparatus with Improved Cooling; U. S. Pat. No. D
437,957 entitled Surgical Light Apparatus; U.S. Pat. No.
6,132,062 entitled Task Light for a Surgical Light Appara-
tus; U.S. Pat. No. D 421,148 entitled Handle for a Surgical
Lighthead; and U.S. Pat. No. D 421,507 entitled Surgical
Lighthead Cover, all filed Mar. 30, 1998, and all of which are
incorporated herein by reference.

Referring to FIG. 2, the surgical lighthead 36 defines an
interior region or enclosure 100 between lens 62 and reflec-
tor 72. Lens 62 and reflector 72 are coupled to outer housing
60 by suitable fasteners 102. Since the surgical light appa-
ratus of the present invention is used in a surgical suite
during a surgical procedure, a sterile field must be provided
on the lighthead 36. The sterile field 104 shown in FIG. 2 is
typically the area of lens 62 and handle assembly 64. Sterile
field 104 may be maintained by wiping or cleaning the lens
62 and by sterilizing the handle assembly through cleaning
or autoclaving and by providing a disposable, sterile cover
or shield over the handle as discussed below with reference
to FIGS. 8 and 9.

Advantageously, the controls of the surgical light appa-
ratus are all located within the sterile field 104. As with
conventional surgical lights, the operator can grip the handle
66 to move the light to a desired location, and the operator
can rotate the handle to adjust the pattern size of reflected
light that illuminates the surgical site. In addition, the
present invention also permits the use of push button actua-
tor 74 on handle 66 to turn the surgical light on and off and
to adjust the intensity level at which light emanates from
bulbs 68, 70.
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Therefore, the sterile handle controls provide the surgeon
or other sterile personnel full control over the surgical light
without the requirement of accessing distant wall controls or
controls located outside the sterile field of the surgical light
apparatus. The handle controls can be used alone and it is not
required to use the wall mounted controls which increase
installation and wiring costs.

It is understood that an additional actuator button or a
rocker switch can be used on the handle 66, if desired. In
addition, another type of actuator such as a squeezable
actuator may be used to control the on/off and intensity of
the bulbs 68, 70.

FIG. 3 illustrates the control of the main bulb 68 and
auxiliary bulb 70 by a controller 106 of the surgical light
apparatus. The controller 106 is coupled to both the main
bulb 68 and auxiliary bulb 70. As described in detail below,
the controller 106 is also coupled to a switch controlled by
the push button actuator 74 on the handle 66. Controller 106
also provides information to readout LED’s 108 and 110
which provide two separate displays on opposite sides of
light core panel 76. Providing the separate displays on
opposite sides of the panel 76 permits the surgeon or other
personnel to see the intensity level and other information
provided by the display, regardless of the orientation of the
lighthead 36.

The controller 106 is also coupled to the push button
actuator 88 and the readout LED’s 90 on controller box 82
mounted to wall 84. Therefore, the same display of the status
of the surgical light is provided on the controller box 80
through readout LED’s 90. Push button 88 can be used in a
manner similar to push button 74 to control the on/off and
intensity of the light emanating from main bulb 68 or
auxiliary bulb 70.

It is understood that the surgical light apparatus may
include either the controls on handle 66, the controls on
controller box 82, or both sets of controls. In other words,
the surgical light apparatus can operate with only the push
button control 74 on the handle 66 or with only with the wall
controller box 82, if desired.

FIG. 4 illustrates another embodiment of the wall con-
troller box 82 which includes separate controls for three
surgical lights. The controls and display indicators are the
same as discussed above with reference to FIG. 1.
Specifically, a standby mode indicator 91, lamp intensity
indicators 93, and relamp indicator 95 are provided for each
of the three surgical lights.

Further details of the handle assembly 64 are illustrated in
FIGS. 5-9. Handle assembly 64 includes an elongated
handle 66 having an integrally formed flange 112 which
extends outwardly from the handle 66 toward the light core
panel 76 to provide a smooth transition and cover adjacent
the panel 76. Handle 66 further includes a threaded inner
portion 114 configured to mate with threads 120 of an
actuator assembly 116 located within handle 66. Actuator
assembly 116 includes a support 118 having outer threads
120 configured to mate with threaded portion 114 of handle
66 and an inner threaded portion 122 configured to thread on
to an end of actuator 124.

An elongated actuator rod 126 extends through a central
aperture of support 118 and body 124. Rod 126 is formed to
include an aperture 128 configured to receive a pin 130
therethrough. Pin 130 is coupled to washer 132. Washer 132
is biased downwardly in the direction of arrow 134 of FIG.
5 by a spring 136. Washer 132 abuts a switch 138 which is
coupled to the controller 106 to adjust the intensity of the
main bulb 68 or auxiliary bulb 70. Since washer 132 is
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coupled to actuator rod 126 by pin 130, movement of
actuator rod 126 upwardly in the direction of arrow 140 of
FIG. 5 causes actuation of switch 138 to adjust the intensity
of bulbs 68, 70.

As discussed above, controller 106 provides control sig-
nals to display readout LED’s 108 and 110 on opposite sides
of light core panel 76. Therefore, a surgeon can see the
display regardless of the orientation of the surgical light. As
illustrated in FIG. 6, the display LED’s 108 and 110 include
a first LED 142 indicating a standby condition when power
is supplied to the surgical light. The next five LED’s 144
provide an indication of the intensity level of light emanat-
ing from the bulb 68, 70. LED 146 provides a back-up bulb
indicator which provides an indication that the auxiliary
bulb 70 is in use. Therefore, an operator knows to replace the
main bulb 68 at the earliest convenience.

The surgeon can grip the handle 66 as shown in FIG. 6 to
adjust the location of the lighthead 36 and also can rotate the
handle about its axis to adjust the pattern size of reflected
light that illuminates the surgical site as discussed below. In
addition, as illustrated in FIG. 7, the surgeon’s thumb 148 is
used to actuate the intensity control actuator 74 located at the
distal end of handle 66 to turn the bulbs 68 or 70 on and off
and to control the intensity setting of light emanating from
bulbs 68, 70.

Various control techniques can be used with the single
actuator 74 to control the intensity level of the bulbs 68, 70.
First, a predetermined number of different intensity settings
is selected. Illustratively, the present invention provides five
different intensity level settings. In an illustrative opera-
tional sequence, the controller 106 turns on the bulb 68, 70
at full intensity when the actuator 74 is initially pushed.
Each sequential push of the actuator 74 then decreases the
intensity level by one setting. Once the lowest intensity level
setting is reached, and the actuator 74 is pushed again, the
surgical light controller 106 adjusts the bulb 68, 70 back to
its highest intensity level. In order to turn off the light, the
operator pushes the actuator 74 and holds the actuator
depressed for a predetermined period of time, such as, for
example, two seconds. It is understood that a different
number of intensity level settings may be provided. In
addition, the controller could be set to adjust the intensity
level to a substantially infinite number of settings.

If desired, the light can be turned off with a quick press
of the button as well. In other words, after the operator
scrolls down to the lowest intensity level, the next push of
the actuator 74 would turn the light off. Another control
option is that the first actuator press turns the light bulb 68,
70 on at its lowest intensity level. Subsequent presses of the
actuator 74 increase the intensity level up to the maximum
level. In one embodiment, further short presses of the button
do not change the intensity level, the operator must press and
hold the actuator 74 so that controller 106 causes the light
intensity to scroll down to lower settings at predetermined
time intervals. For instance, after the light reaches its highest
intensity, the operator can press and hold the actuator 74 and
the controller 106 will automatically decrease the intensity
level by one setting every predetermined interval, such as,
for example, every one-two seconds. Once the actuator 74 is
released, the operator can then scroll upwardly again using
short actuator presses.

Other possibilities for controlling the intensity of bulbs
68, 70 are as follows, with intensity levels indicated from
Ll(lowest setting)-L.5(highest setting). Each press of the
actuator 74 moves the intensity to the next setting.
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Option 1: Off-L.1-L.2-L.3-1L4-1.5-14-L.3-L.2-L1-Off.

Option 2: Off-L.5-1.4-1.3-1.2-L.1-1.2-L.3-1.4-L5-Off.

In both of these embodiments, the controller 106 could
continue to scroll between the intensity levels without
moving to the off position. The operator would then have to
press and hold the actuator 74 for a predetermined period of
time to turn the light off.

Another feature of the present invention is illustrated in
FIGS. 8 and 9. The structure of the handle assembly 64
including the push button actuator rod 126 also facilitates
installation of a disposable, sterile cover or shield 150 over
the handle 66. The shield 150 includes an open end 152
which is configured to be inserted over the distal end of
handle 66 in the direction of arrows 154 of FIG. 8. In
conventional devices, air can become trapped in an interior
region 156 between the shield 150 and the handle 66 as the
shield 150 is inserted on to the handle 66.

In accordance with the present invention, the push button
actuator 74 is located within an aperture 158 formed at the
distal end of handle 66. As shown in FIG. 8, a space between
actuator 74 and a sidewall defining aperture 158 of handle 66
permits air flow around the actuator 74 in the direction of
arrows 160 as the shield 150 is inserted on the handle. Air
flow continues upwardly through an interior region of the
handle 66 as illustrated by arrows 162. Air can continue to
flow upwardly past actuator rod 162 and out into the
enclosure 100 within the light head 36 as illustrated by
arrows 164. Because air is not trapped within region 156,
cover 150 easily moves to the completely installed position
shown in FIG. 9. Also as shown in FIGS. 8 and 9, the handle
66 includes an enlarged distal end portion 165 which pro-
vides a ridge to reduce the likelihood that the cover 150 will
slip off the handle 66 during use.

FIG. 10 illustrates an alternative shape for the handle
assembly of the present invention. In FIG. 10, the handle
166 includes a top plate 168 located adjacent panel 76, a thin
neck portion 170, and an enlarged, bulbous portion 172. A
push button actuator 174 is located adjacent a distal end of
handle 166 to control the intensity of bulbs 68, 70, as
discussed above.

Further details of the structural components of the surgi-
cal light apparatus are illustrated in FIG. 11-13. A filter
apparatus 71 is held in position within the enclosure 100.
The filter apparatus 71 includes a plurality of spaced apart
filter plates 176 configured to improve cooling of the sur-
gical light apparatus as discussed in detail in co-pending
application Ser. No. 09/050,529, now U.S. Pat. No. 6,443,
596, incorporated by reference above.

Filter plates 176 are held in position by a top mounting
apparatus 178 and a bottom mounting apparatus 180. Top
mounting apparatus 178 includes a top plate 182, a bottom
plate 184 formed to include filter plate-receiving slots, and
a central gasket 186. Top ends of filter plates 176 enter the
slots formed in bottom plate 184 and engage gasket 186.
Similarly, bottom mounting apparatus 180 includes a bottom
plate 188, a top plate 190 formed to include filter plate-
receiving slots, and a gasket 192 located between the top
plate 190 and bottom plate 188. Bottom ends of the filter
plates 176 enter the slots formed in top plate 190 and engage
gasket 192.

Top mounting apparatus 178 is secured to reflector 72 by
fasteners 194. Threaded rods 196 are coupled at one end to
top mounting apparatus 178 by fasteners 198. Opposite ends
of threaded rods 196 are coupled to plate 200 by fasteners
202. First spacer tubes 204 are located over rods 196
between bottom plate 184 and top plate 190 of top and
bottom mounting apparatus 178 and 180, respectively.
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Spacer tubes 204 are sized to prevent excessive forces from
being applied to filter plates 176 during installation. Bottom
spacer tubes 206 are located adjacent plate 200. Washers 208
are located at a top end of spacers 206 to provide stops. An
annular filament shield 210 is located above stops 208.

Filament shield 210 is biased downwardly in the direction
of arrow 212 by springs 214. Filament shield 210 includes
an inner flange 216 configured to engage a top surface 217
of lamp support 218. Lamps 68 and 70 are coupled to the top
surface 217 of lamp support 218. Movement of lamp support
218 up and down to adjust the pattern of light is discussed
below in detail.

The filament shield 210 is configured to shield both the
primary lamp 68 and redundant lamp 70 so that light emitted
from the lamps 68, 70 strikes the reflector 72. In other words,
light from lamps 68, 70 cannot pass directly through the lens
62 before the light hits reflector 72. The filament shield 210
moves up and down with the lamp support 218 in the
direction of doubleheaded arrow 73 during pattern change
adjustment to provide filament shielding through the entire
range of movement of the lamp assembly 69. When the lamp
assembly 69 is moved out from the lighthead core during
bulb replacement or maintenance as shown in FIG. 13, the
filament shield 210 remains part of the lighthead core. In
other words, while the filament shield 210 moves up and
down with the primary lamp 68 and redundant lamp 70
during pattern adjustment, the filament shield 210 remains
inside the interior region 100 of the lighthead 36 when the
lamp assembly is removed for lamp replacement or main-
tenance. The shape of the filament shield 210 provides
shielding for both the primary bulb 68 and redundant bulb
70. Shield 210 includes a bottom plate 211 and an outer
sidewall 213 extending upwardly from an edge of bottom
plate 211.

Plate 200 is coupled to spacers 220 by fasteners 222.
Opposite ends of spacers 220 are coupled to a pair of plates
226 and 228 which are located on opposite sides of the lens
62. A gasket 230 is located between the plates 226 and 228.

A cylindrical outer support 232 is coupled to a plate 234
by fasteners 236. Plate 234 is formed to include apertures
which receive tube segments 238 therein. Actuator body 124
includes a head portion 240 having a helical groove 232
formed therein. A set screw 244 extends through a slot 233
formed in cylindrical support 232 and is coupled to a
sidewall 246 of lamp support 218. The set screw 244
engages the helical groove 242. Therefore, as handle 66 is
rotated about its longitudinal axis as illustrated by arrow 248
of FIG. 12, the actuator body 124 rotates and set screw 244
moves in the groove 242 so that the lamp support 218 moves
upwardly in the direction of arrow 250 of FIG. 12. This
changes the relative position of the bulbs 68, 70 relative to
the reflector 72 to change the pattern size of reflected light
that illuminates the surgical site. FIG. 12 illustrates the
support 218 in its uppermost position. Spring 214 is com-
pressed by movement of the frame upwardly in the direction
of arrow 250 away from stops 208. Filter apparatus 71 does
not move when the bulbs 68 and 70 move upwardly in the
direction of arrow 250.

The surgical light apparatus further includes a set of four
spacer tubes 252 extending between bottom plate 184 of top
mounting apparatus 178 and plate 228 located adjacent lens
62. Extension rods 254 are located within tubes 252. Rods
254 have a first set of threads 256 coupled to a first end.
Another set of threads 258 couple to the rods 254 and an
actuator 260 is rigidly coupled to a second end of rods 254.
Plate 228 includes threaded apertures for receiving threads
258 and 256.
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When the surgical light apparatus is in its normal oper-
ating position, threads 258 engage the threaded apertures
formed in plate 228 to secure the handle assembly 64 in its
fixed position relative to the remainder of the lighthead 36.
When it is necessary to change a bulb 68, 70, or to obtain
access to an interior region of the lamp for cleaning or other
purpose, handle 66 is first unscrewed from support 118 to
expose the actuators 260 coupled to rods 254. Actuators 260
are then rotated about a longitudinal axis of rods 254 to
remove the threads 258 from the threaded apertures of plate
228.

After the threads 258 are released from plate 228, the rods
are free to slide downwardly in the direction of arrow 212
relative to the lens 62 to the extended position shown in FIG.
13. This extended position provides access to the lamp
assembly 69 for changing bulbs 68, 70 as well as for
inspection and cleaning.

Further rotation of actuators 260 about the longitudinal
axis of rods 254 removes the top threads 256 from threaded
apertures in plate 228 so that the entire handle assembly 64
and light assembly 69 can be removed from the remainder
of the surgical light. Threads 256 are sized to hold the light
assembly 69 in the position of FIG. 13, unless the rods 254
are rotated to release the threads 256 from plate 226.

After the bulbs 68, 70 are changed, the support 118 can be
lifted upwardly so that the rods 254 slide back into the tubes
252 to the position shown in FIG. 11. Actuators 260 are then
rotated in an opposite direction so that lower threads 258 on
rods 254 enter the threaded apertures of plate 228 to secure
the lamp assembly 69 to the remainder of the surgical light
as shown in FIG. 11.

As also shown in FIG. 11, a spring 262 is connected
between plate 184 and plate 200. An interior region of the
spring 262 provides a conduit for routing an electrical wire
264 through the enclosure 100. The spring 262 does not
provide any biasing or lifting forces since the plates 184 and
200 remain in the same relative position. The electrical wire
264 is routed through the spring 262 to a first electrical
connector 266 located adjacent plate 228. Lamp assembly
69 includes a second electrical connector 268 which auto-
matically mates with the first connector 266 when the lamp
assembly 69 is moved to its upward operational position
shown in FIG. 11. This automatic mating of electrical
connectors 266 and 268 permits electrical power to be
supplied to the bulbs 68, 70 without a wire 264 being
attached to the movable portion of the lamp assembly 69.
Therefore, wire 264 does not move outwardly from the
enclosure 100 when the lamp assembly 69 is moved out-
wardly to the extended position of FIG. 13.

Although the invention has been described in detail with
reference to a certain illustrated embodiment, variations and
modifications exist within the scope and spirit of the inven-
tion as described and as defined in the following claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A surgical light apparatus comprising a reflector, a lens
coupled to the reflector, a bulb located between the reflector
and the lens, a handle located adjacent the lens, a controller
coupled to the bulb, and an actuator coupled to the controller
to adjust an intensity level of light emitted from the bulb, the
actuator being located on the handle, the handle being
configured to define an air passage to facilitate installation of
a shield over the handle.

2. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the handle includes
a longitudinal axis and a distal end, the air passage being
formed in the distal end of the handle and extending along
the longitudinal axis.

3. The apparatus of claim 2, wherein the distal end of the
handle is enlarged to retain the shield on the handle.
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4. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the handle is located
within a sterile field of the apparatus.

5. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the actuator extends
through an interior region of the handle defined by an
aperture formed along a longitudinal axis of the handle, the
air passage being formed between the handle and the actua-
tor.

6. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the air passage
extends into an interior region of the apparatus formed
between the reflector and the lens.

7. A surgical light apparatus comprising a reflector, a lens
coupled to the reflector, a bulb located between the reflector
and the lens, and a handle located adjacent the lens, the
handle being configured to define an air passage to facilitate
installation of a shield over the handle, the handle being
configured to be rotated about a longitudinal axis to move
the bulb relative to the reflector.

8. A surgical light apparatus comprising a lighthead
including a bulb, a lens, a controller for turning the bulb on
and off and for adjusting an intensity level of light emitted
from the bulb, a first display, and second display spaced
apart from the first display, the first display and second
display each being coupled to the controller and each being
configured to display an indication of the intensity level of
the bulb.

9. The apparatus of claim 8, wherein the first and second
displays are spaced apart by about 180°.

10. The apparatus of claim 8, wherein the first and second
displays each include a plurality of LEDs, each LED indi-
cating a different light intensity level for the bulb.

11. The apparatus of claim 8, wherein the first and second
displays also include an indicator that electrical power is
supplied to the apparatus.

12. The apparatus of claim 8, wherein the apparatus
includes a main bulb and an auxiliary bulb, and the first and
second displays each include an indicator that the main bulb
is burned out.

13. The apparatus of claim 8, wherein the first and second
displays are located in a sterile field of the apparatus.

14. A surgical light apparatus comprising a lighthead
including a reflector, a lens coupled to the reflector, a
plurality of tubes mounted in an interior region of the
lighthead between the reflector and the lens, a lamp assem-
bly including a support and at least one bulb, and a plurality
of rods configured to engage the support, each rod being
configured to extend through the support and into a corre-
sponding tube, the rods including at least one threaded
portion configured to secure the lamp assembly within the
interior region, the rods being slidable relative to the tubes
upon disengagement of the threaded portion of the rods to
permit the lamp assembly to move out of the interior region
of the lighthead, the rods each being formed to include a stop
to prevent separation of the lamp assembly from the light-
head.

15. The apparatus of claim 14, wherein the stops are
threaded stops so that the rods can be removed upon rotation
of the rods to permit separation of the lamp assembly from
the lighthead.

16. A surgical light apparatus comprising a lighthead
including a reflector and a lens, a lamp assembly including
a support and at least one bulb located on the support, a lamp
position adjustment mechanism which is coupled to the
support and configured to adjust a position of the lamp
assembly relative to the reflector to change a pattern size of
reflected light emitted from the apparatus, and a filament
shield mounted in an interior region of the lighthead
between the reflector and the lens to block light from passing
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from the at least one bulb directly through the lens, the
filament shield being configured to move with the lamp
assembly as the position of the lamp assembly is adjusted by
the lamp position adjustment mechanism, and the filament
shield also being configured to remain in the interior region
of the lighthead when the lamp assembly is removed from
the interior region.

17. The apparatus of claim 16, further comprising a frame
mounted to the lighthead between the reflector and the lens,
the filament shield being coupled to the frame.

18. The apparatus of claim 17, wherein the frame includes
a stop, the filament shield being mounted between the stop
and the reflector to provide a limit position for movement of
the filament shield toward the lens, the filament shield being
spring biased against the stop.

19. The apparatus of claim 18, wherein the filament shield
includes an inner flange configured to engage the support of
the lamp assembly, the lamp assembly being configured to
move the filament shield away from the stop as the position
of the lamp assembly is adjusted by the lamp position
adjustment mechanism.

20. The apparatus of claim 16, wherein the lamp assembly
includes a primary bulb and a redundant bulb, the filament
shield being configured to block light from both the primary
bulb and the redundant bulb from passing directly through
the lens.

21. The apparatus of claim 20, wherein the filament shield
includes a bottom plate and an outer sidewall extending
upwardly from an edge of the bottom plate.

22. A surgical light apparatus comprising a reflector, a
lens coupled to the reflector, a bulb located between the
reflector and the lens, a handle located adjacent the lens, a
controller coupled to the bulb, and an actuator coupled to the
controller to adjust an intensity level of light emitted from
the bulb, the actuator being located on the handle.
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23. A surgical light apparatus comprising a reflector, a
lens coupled to the reflector, a bulb located between the
reflector and the lens, and a handle located adjacent the lens,
the handle being configured to be rotated about a longitu-
dinal axis to move the bulb relative to the reflector.

24. A surgical light apparatus comprising a lighthead
including a reflector, a lens coupled to the reflector, a
plurality of tubes mounted in an interior region of the
lighthead between the reflector and the lens, a lamp assem-
bly including a support and at least one bulb, and a plurality
of rods coupled to the support, each rod being configured to
extend into a corresponding tube, the rods including at least
one threaded portion configured to secure the lamp assembly
within the interior region, the rods being slidable relative to
the tubes upon disengagement of the threaded portion of the
rods to permit the lamp assembly to move out of the interior
region of the lighthead, the rods each being formed to
include a stop to prevent separation of the lamp assembly
from the lighthead.

25. A surgical light apparatus comprising a lighthead
including a reflector and a lens, a lamp assembly including
asupport and at least one bulb located on the support, a lamp
position adjustment mechanism which is coupled to the
support and configured to adjust a position of the lamp
assembly relative to the reflector to change a pattern size of
reflected light emitted from the surgical light apparatus, and
a filament shield mounted in an interior region of the
lighthead between the reflector and the lens to block light
from passing from the at least one bulb directly through the
lens, the filament shield being configured to move with the
lamp assembly as the position of the lamp assembly is
adjusted by the lamp position adjustment mechanism.



